MATTHEW   PARKER
Humility, courage, indifference to wealth are indeed
qualities worthy an Archbishop. He went on, almost
playfully.,
" Except ye both moderate and restrain your over-
much goodwill to me-ward, I fear, in the end, I shall
dislike you both.55
Then, more seriously, he wrote of his physical unfitness
for the task,
" Sir, I am in body so decayed, coram Deo non mentior,
that whatever my ability were, either of worldly furni-
ture or inward quality, and though my heart would
right fain serve my sovereign lady the Qiieen's Majesty,
in more respects than of my allegiance, not forgetting
what words her Grace's mother said to me of her, not
six days before her apprehension; yet this my painful
infirmity will not suffer it, ... Flying in a night, from
such as sought me to my peril, I fell off my horse so
dangerously, that I shall never recover it."
It is to be regretted that he did not tell us what Anne
Boleyn said about the baby Elizabeth, or what were the
circumstances of his hurried flight in Mary's reign. At the
end of the letter, he apologised for " so many words in a case
private to myself/' which he had, with a queer carefulness,
put up in book form, that Bacon might dip into it at his
leisure.
Why, in spite of his continued refusals, his " oft relucta-
tion," did the Queen and her ministers persist in their
choice? To Elizabeth, the fact that he had been Anne
Boleyn's chaplain, and, later, Henry VIIPs, was of im-
portance ; and he had, moreover, belonged to that group of
Cambridge scholars, whence her two tutors, Ascham and
William Grindal, had come. Henry VIII, nominating him
as Master of Corpus Ghristi College, had described hrm as
" a man as well for his approved learning, wisdom and
honesty, as for his singular grace and industry in bringing
up youth in virtue, very hard to find the like."
Cecil and Bacon, in their Cambridge days, had known
him as conspicuously learned, even in that age of learning,
and moderate, when mildness was a rare virtue. His
steadfastness in the Protestant faith had been tested in the